RHODE-ISLAND 


Granted by King Cn 


HARLES the Second, by the Grace of God, 
Sc. To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, 
Greeting. Whereas We have been informed 
by the humble Petition of Our truſty and well beloved 
Subjects, John Clarke, on the behalf of Benjamin 
Arnold, William Brenton, William Codington, Ni- 
colas Eaſton, William Boulſton, John Porter, John 
Smith, Samuel Gorton, John Weekes, 3 il- 
ams, Thomas Olaey, Gregory Dexter, John Coge- 
mall, Joſeph Clarke, Randali Houlden, John Greene, 
ohn Roome, S muel Wildbore, William Field, 
ames Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas Harris, and 
illiam Dyre, and the reſt of the A e and 
free inhabitants of Our Iſlagd called Rh de-Ifand, 
and thereſt of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 
in the N anſet-Hay in New-England in Ame- 
rica, That they purſuing with peace, and loyal 
minds, their ſober, ſerious, and religious intentions, 
of godly edifying themſelves, and one another, in the 
holy Chriſtian faith and w.rſhip as they were per- 
ſuaded, together with the gaining over and .conver- 
ſion of the poor ignorant Indian natives, in thoſe 
arts of America, to the ſincere profeſſion and obe- 
ience of the ſame faith and worſhip, did not only 
by the conſent and good encouragement of Our royal 
rogenitors, tranſport themſelves out of this king- 
dom of England into America; but alſo: ſince their 
arrival theie, after their firſt ſettlement amongit 
other Our ſubjects in thoſe parts, for the avoiding 
of diſcord, and thoſe many evils which were likely 
to enſue upon thoſe Our ſubjects, not being able to 
bear in thoſe remote. parts their different apprehen- 
fions in religious concernments ; and in purſuance of 
the aforeſaid ends, did once again leave their defira- 
ble ſtations and habitations, and with exceſſive la 
bour and travel, hazard and charge, did tranſplant 
themſelves into the mi iſt of the Indians natives, who 
(as We are informed) ate the moſt potent Princes 
and People of all that country; whereby the good 
Provi-vence of God (from whom the Plantations 
have taken their name) upon their labour and in- 
duſtry, they have not ny n preſerved to admira- 
tion, but have increaſed and 2 and are 
ſeized and poſſeſled, by purchaſe and conſent of the 
ſaid natives, to their full content, of ſuch lands, 
iſlands, rivers, harbours and roads, as are very con- 
venient, both for plantations, and alſo for building 
of ſhips, ſupply of pipe-ſtaves, and other merchan- 
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dize, and which lies yery commodious in many re- 
ſpe&s for commerce, and to accommodate our Sou- 
thern plantations, and may much advance the trade 
of this Our realm, and greatly inlarge the territories 
thereof; they having by near neighbourhood to, 
and friendly Society with, the great body of the 
Narraganſet Indians, given them encouragement, 
of their own accord, to ſubje& themſelves, their peo- 
ple and lands, unto Us; whereby (as is hoped) there 
may in time, by the blefling of God upon their en- 
deavours, be laid a ſure foundation of happineſs to 
all America: And whereas in their humble Addrefs: 
they have freely declared, That it is much on their 
hearts (if they be permitted) to hold forth a lively 
experiment, that a moſt flouriſhing civil ſtate may 
ſtand, and beſt be maintained, and that among Our 
Engliſh ſubjects, with a full liberty in religious coa- 
cernments, and that true piety, 4 grounded 
upon goſpel principles, will give the beſt and greateſt 
ſecurity to Sovereignty, and will lay in the hearts 
of men the ſtrongeſt obligations ts true loyalty : 
Now know ye, That We being willing to encourage 
the hopeful undertaking of Our ſaid loyal and lovin 
ſubjects, and to ſecure them in the free xerciſe an 
enjoyment of all their civil and religious rights ap- 
pertaining to them as Our loving ſubjects; and to 
N — , unto them that liberty in the true Chriſtian 
faith and worſhip of God, which mor have ſought 
with ſo much travel, and with peaceable minds and 
loyal ſubjection to Our royal progenitors, and Our- 
ſelves, to enjoy : And becauſe ſome of the people and 
inhabitants of the ſame Colony cannot in their pri- 
vate opinion conform to the publick exerciſe of re- 
ligion, according to the liturgy, form, and ceremo- 
mes of the Church of England, or take or ſubſcribe 
the oaths and articles made and eſtabliſhed in that 
behalf ; and for that the ſame, by reaſon of the re- 
| mote diſtances of thoſe places, will, as We hope; be 
no breach of the unity and uniformity eſtabliſhed in 
this nation, have therefore thought fit, and do 
hereby publiſh, nt, ordain and decla e, That 
Our Royal Wili and Pleaſure is, That no perſon 
within the ſaid Colony, at any time hereafter, ſhall 
be any-wife moleſted, puniſhed, diſquieted, or called 
in queſtion, for any differences in opinion in matters 
of religion, and do not actually diſturb the civil? 
peace of Our ſaid Colony; but that all and every 


perſon and perſons may, from time to time, and — 


fi 


all ti aftef, and full havd d en 
his 23 —— * judgments and conſcences, in 
matters of religious concernments, througho t the 
tract of land, hereafter mentioned, they behaving 
themſelves peaceably and wetly and not uſing 
this + + to hcentiouineſs an * nor 
to the vil injury or oa ward diſturbahce of others, 
any lav ſtatute or clauſe, therein contained, or 
be contained, uſage or cuſtom of this realm, to the 
contrary hereof, 1 Wer And 
that they may be in the better eapaeny to defend 
themſelves in their juſt rights and liberties, againſt 
all the enemies of the Chriſtian faith, andothers; in 
all reſpects; We have further thought fit, and at the 
humble petition of the perſons aforeſaid, are graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to deelare, Thos S ſhall have and 
evfyy the benefit of Our late 1 
and free pardon, as the reſt of Our ſubjects in other 
Our dominions and territories have; and to create 
and make them a e N or corporate, with the 
wers and privileges herein after-mentioned : And 
accordingly, Our Will and Pleaſure is, and of Our 
ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
We have ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by 
theſe * for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſfors, do 
ördain, conſtitute declare, That they the ſaid 
liam Brenton, William Codingten, Nicolas Baſ- 
on, Benedit Armold, William Boulſton, John Por- 
er, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, John Weekes, 
oger Williams, Thomas Olney Gregory Donder, 
ohn Cefethall, Joſeph Clarke, Rand oulden, 


ohn Greene, John Roome, William Samuel 
l1dbore, Ke Tew, William. 3 
Att 8, James Barker ainſborow, 
iams, and John Nickſon, and all ſuch others as 
now are, or 15 ſhall be admitted, free of the 
Company and Society of Our Colony of Providence 
lantations, in the 
nd, ſhall b 
after, a dody corporate and politiek, in fact and 
name, by the name of the Governor and Company 
of the Engliſh Colony of Rhode-Ifland, and Provi- 
ence Plantztions, in New-Englagd, in — 6 
and that by the ſame name they and their " 
| ſucceſſion, and ſhall 


ſhall and may have perpetna 
y may be perſons able an capable in the law to ſue 
and be ſued, to plead and be impleaded, to anſwer 
eh by 9 2 ty 2 — 4 to be de- 
nded, in and fingular ſuits, cau 8 
matters, actions, and Rings, of what kind or na- 
ture ſoever; and alio to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, 
and purchaſe lands, tenements or hereditaments, or 
any goods or chattels, and the ſame to leaſe, grant, 
demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell and diſpeſe of, at their 
own Will and Ple ure, as other Our Liege people of 
this Our realm of England, or any corporation, or 
Nr within the ſame, may la do; and 
further, That the {aid Governor | wy ompany, 
ap. their Succeflors, ſhall and may, for ever here- 
after, have a common Seal, to ferve and uſe for all 


ſet-Bay, in New-Eng- 


matters, cauſes, things, and affairs whatſoever, of 
them and their Succeſſors, and the fame Seal to alter, 
change, break, and make new from time to time, 


at their Will-and Pleature, as they ſhall think fir. 
And fur-her, We will and ordain, and hy thee pre- 


4 


adenmity, and 


e from time to time, and for ever here- - 


Aſerably ; and that they, or the greateſt 


Ar be, O Heity Na ee: gh declare 
Ard app@int, for the better obdering and ma- 
naging of tbe affairs and buſineſs of the ſaid Com- 
any and their Succeſſors, there ſhall be one Gover- 
one Deputy; Governor, ind Wn Aſliſtatits, 
be from time ti tim conſtiruted, ed and choſ 
ont of the Frfemey of the ſaid Company, for 
time being, in ſuch manner and form, as is hereafter 
in _ Feng exprefe which _— _ 
A endelv e tare for Poſin 
4:7 Lracring of ere .buſineſs and affairs o 
and concerning the lands and hereditaments herein 
aftet-mentioned to be granted, and the Plantation 
thereof, and the government of the people there. 
And for the better execution of Our Royal Pleaſure 
in, We do for us, Our Heirs and Succeſl 
„ name, contitute and appoint, the aforeſaid 
enedi& Arnold to be the firſt and preſent Governor 
of the ſaid Company, and the faid William 8 
to be the Deputy „ and the id Willi 
— ; Job 8 1 rag Thom 
Q + John Sn n Greene, John 
—— Wikinm Field, ard. Clarke! 
to be theten Aſſiſtants of the {aid Com 
to continue in the ſaid ſeveral Offices vely, 
until the ũrſt Wedneſday which ſhall bein thementhof 
May now next coming. And further, We will, and by 
thete preſents, for Our Heirs and e 
do ordain and „That the Governor of the f 
Company, for the time being, or in his abſence, 
occaſion of ſickneſt, or otherwiſe, by his leave 
permiſſion, the Deputy Governor for the time be- 
ing, Mall and may, from time to time, uppen all ov 
cations, give erder for the afſembling of the faid 
Co „and calling them together, to conſult and 
adviſe of the bufinets and affairs ot the fad Com- 
ny : And that for ever hereafter, twice in 
year, (that is to ſay) on firſt Wedneſday in 
the month of May, and on every laſt Wedneſday in 
or oftener, in cafe it ſhall be requiſite, the 
Aſſiſtants, and fuch —_— * of the Yard Com- 
— ms for each of the ve — br Provi- 
» Pdreſmouth, and Warwick, and two perſons 
for each other place, town orcity, who ſhall be from 
time to me thereunto or deputed by the 
major part of the Freemen of the reſpeCtive , 
towns or places for which they Mall be fo clefted or 
ted, have a General Meeting or Aﬀembly, 
then and there to confult, advife and determine, in 
and about the affairs and duſineſs of the faid Com. 
| pany and Plantations, . __ dy wt ago Pe do of Our 
— — certain know , and mere motion, . 
give and grant unto the ſaid — and Company 
of the Engliſh Colony of Rhode-Ifland and Provi- 
| dence Plantations in New-England in America, and 


ö 


. 
, 


their — That the Governor, or in his ab- 


ſence, or permiflion, the Deputy Governor 
of the ſuid Company, for the time being, the Aﬀitt- 
ants and ſuch ot the Freemen of the ſard Company, 


as ſhall be fo aforetaid elected ordeputed, or fo many 
of them as ſhall be preſent at ſuch Meeting or Aſſem- 
General 
part of 
the Governor, or De- 


, as aforeſaid, mall be called the 


them then preſent, whereof 


tions not T 


ty Governor, and fix of the Aſſiſtants at leaſt, to 
be „ malt bave, and have hereby 
ted unto them, full power and authority, from 
me to time, and at all times hereafter, to appoint, 
ter and change luch days, times and places o . 
and General Aſſembly, as they mall think fit; 
to chuſe, notninate and int luch and ſo 
many perſons as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be 
willing to accept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid Com- 
pany, and Bedy Politick, and them into the ſame to 
mit, and to ele; and conſtitute ſuch Offices and 
cers, and to grant ſuch needful commiſſions as 
they hall think fit, and requiſite, for the ordering, 
managing, and diſpatching of the affairs of the ſad 
Governor and Company, and their z and, 
from time to time, to make, ordain, conſtitute or 
repeal, ſuch laws, ſtatutes, orders and ordinances, 
forms and ceremonies of Government and Magiſ- 
— as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for the good and 
we 


are of the laid Company, and for the government 


and ordering of the lands and hereditaments herein 
after-mentioned to be — and of the people 
that do or at any time hereafter thall inhabit, or be 
within the fame; fo as ſuch laws, ordinances and 
conſtitutions, fo made, be not contrary and repug- 
nant unto, but,.as near as may, agreeable to the 
laws of this Qur realm of England, confidering the 
nature and conftitution of the place and people 
there ; and alſo, to appoint, order and direct, 
erect and ſettle fach places and courts of jurildlic- 
tion, forthe —7 and determining of all actions 
caſes, matters and thin. gs, h ing within the ſai 
Colony and plantation, and which ſhall be in diſpute, 
and depending there, as they ſhall think fit; and al- 
ſo to Aaiaguc and ſet forth the ſeveral names and 
titles, duties, powers and limits, of each court, office 
and officer, ſuperior and inferior; and alſo, to con- 
trive and appoint ſuch forms of oaths and-attefta- 
epagnant, but, as near as may be, agree- 
able as aforeſard, to the laws and ſtatutes of this Our 
realm, as are convenient and requiſite, with reſpect 
to the due adminiſtration of juſtice, and due execu- 
tion and diſcharge of all offices and places of traſt, 
the perſons that ſhall be therein.concerned ; and 

_ alſo to re e and order the way and manner of all 
elections to offices and places of truſt, and to preſcribe, 
limit anddiftinguiſh t-. e number and boundgof all pla- 
ces, towns andcities, with the limits and bounds here- 
in after mentioned, and not herein particularlyname- 
ed, who have or thall have the power of electing and 
ſending of freemen to the ſaid General Aﬀembly ; 
and alio to order, direct and authorize, the impo- 
ſing of lawful and reaſonable fines, mulcts, impri- 
ſonments, and executing other puniſhments, pecu- 
niary and corporal, upon offenders and delinquents, 
according to the courſe of other corporations, with- 
in this Our kingdom of England ; and again, to al- 
ter, revoke, annul or pardon, under their common 

ſeal, or otherwiſe, ſuch fines, mulcts, impriſonmet 

lentences, judginen's and condemnations, as ſha] 


be thought fit; and to direct, rule, order and diſ- 


e of 'all other matters and rhings, and particular- 
that which relates to the making of purchaſes of 


native Indians, as to them ſhall feem meet; 
whereby Our 1aid people and inhabitants m the ſaid 


given and 


e 


——_ 


( 3,) | 


plantations, may be foreligiqufly, peaceably and - 
villy governed, a8 that by their good life, and or- 

eriy converſation, they may win and invite the na- 
tive Indians of the country to the knowledge and 
obedience of the only true God, and ſaviour of man- 
kind; willing, commanding and requiring, and by 
theſe preſents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſfors, or- 
daining and appointing, that all ſuch taws, ſtatutes, or- 


ders and ordinances, mftruttions, impoſitions 5 


ht. 


re&ions, as ſhall be ſo made by the Governor, Deput 
Aſlitants and freemen, or AA number of them 1 * 


ſoreſaid, and publiſhed in writing, under their com wy 


feal, mall be carefully and duly obſerved, kept, per- 
formed and put in execution, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the fame : And theſe Our let- 
ters 3 the licate or exemplification there- 
of, thall be to all and every ſuch officers, ſuperior or 
inferior, from time to time, tor the putting of the 
me orders, laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, inſtructions 
and directions, in due execution, againſt Us, Our 
Heirs and fucceffors, a ſufficient warrant and dis- 
charge: and further, Our will and pleaſure is, and 
We do hereby, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, 
efta bliſ and ordain, That yearly, once in the year, 
for ever hereafter, namely the atorefaid Wedneſda 
in May, and at the town of Newport, or elſewhere, if 
urgent occaſion do require,-the Governor, Depu 
Governor, and affiftants of the faid Company, 1 
other Oftcers of the faid Company, or ſuch of 
them as the General Aﬀembly ſhall think fit, mall 
be in the ſaid General court or Aſſembly, to be held 
from that day or time, newly choſen for the year en- 
ſuing, by greater part of the ſaid company, for the 
| time being, as ſhall be then and there et and 
if it ſhall happen, that the preſent Governor, De- 
puty Governor, and Aſſiſtants, by theſe preſents ap- 
| Pointed, or any ſuch as ſhall hereafter be newly cho- 
ſen into their rooms, or any of them, or any other 
the officers of the faid company, fhall die, or be re- 
moved from his or their ſeveral offices or places, be- 
fore the ſaid general day of election, (whom we do 
hereby declare, for any miſdemeanour or default 
to be removeable by the Governor, Aſſiſtants and 
Company, or ſuch greater part of them, in any of 
the ſaĩd public courts to be aſſembled, as aforeſaid); 
that then, and in every ſuch cafe, it ſhall and may- 
be lawful to and for the ſaid Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Aſſiſtants and Company aforeſaid, or 
ſach greater part of them, ſo to be aſſembled, as 
is aforeſaid, in any of their aſſemblies, to proceed 
to a new election of one or more of their company, 
in the room or place, rooms of 132 of ſuch of. ; 
cer or officers ſo dying or removed, according to their 
directions :: And immediately upon and after ſuch, 
election or elections made, of ſuch Governor, De- 
ty Governor, Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, or any other 
fficer of the ſaid Company, in manner and form 
aforeſaid, the Authority, Ofhce and Power, before. 
given to the former Governor, Deputy Governor, 
and other @fkcer and Officers fo removed, in whole 
ſtead and place new ſhall be choſen, mall, as to him and 
them, and voto? ped them re > act cel? and deter- 
mme; provided always, and Our Will an { Plealwe is 
That as well ſuch as are by tueſe preſents 1ppointed” | 
to be the-preſeat Governar, Deputy N 15 nd 
k; 
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Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, as thoſe which ſhall 
ſucce:xl them, and all other Officers to be appointed 
and choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall before the undertaking 
the execution of the {aid offices and places reſpec- 
tively, give their folemn engagement. by oath or 
otherwiſe for the due and faithful performance of 
their duties in their ſeveral offices and plnces, before 
ſuch perſon or perſons as are by theſe preſents here- 
alter apointed to take and receive the ſame ; (that is 
to ſay) the ſaid Benedict Arnold, who is herein be- 
fore nominated and appointed the preſent Governor 
of the ſaid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid en- 

gement before William Brenton, or any two of 
the ſaid Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, unto whom 
We do, by theſe preſents, give full power and au- 
thority to require and receive the ſame; and the ſaid 
William Brenton, who is hereby before nominated 
and appointed the preſent Deputy Governor of the 
ſaid es pany, ſhall give the aforeſaid engage- 


th. th. 


1 


— 


| eſpecial proviſion ſhall be made and ordained in 

the caſes aforeſaid, And We do further, for' Us, 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors, give and unto the 
{aid Governor and Company, and their Sueceſſore, 
by theſe preſents, That it ſhall and may be law 


as» 


to and for the ſaid Governor, or in his abſence the 


Deputy Governor, and major part of the ſaid Afﬀiſ- 
tants for the time being, at any time, when the ſaid 
General Aſſembly is not fitting, to nominate, ap- 
point and conſtitute ſuch and ſo many Commanders 
Governors, and Military Officers, as to them ſhal 


training up the inhabitants of the ſaid Planrations 
| in martial affairs, and for the defence and ſafeguard 
of the ſaid Plantations ; and that it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for all and every ſuch Commander, 
| Governor, and Military Officer, that hall be fo as 
aforeſaid, or by the Governor, or in his abſence the 
Deputy Governor, and fix of the Aſſiſtants, and ma 


ment before the ſaid Benedict Arnold, or any two jor part of the Freemen of the ſaid vanes. ng. preſent 
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of the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, unto whom 
We do, by theſe preſents, give full power and au- 
thority to require and receive the ſame ; and the 
faid William Boulſton, John Porter, Koger Wil- 
hams, Thomas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, 
ohn Coggeſhall, James Barker, William Field, and 
Joo Clarke, who are herein before nominated and 
appointed the preſent Aſſiſtants of the Company, 
ſhall give the ſaid engagement to their offices and 
places reſpectively GS before the ſaid Bene- 
diet Arnold and William Brenton, or one of them, 
to whom reſpectively We do hereby give full power 
and authority to require, adminiſter or receive the 
fame. And a Our Will and Pleaſure is, That 
all and every other future Governor, or 2. Go- | 
vernor, to be elected and choſen by virtue of theſe 
preſents, ſhall give the ſaid engagement before two 
or more of the laid Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company 
for the tim- being, unto whom We do, by theſe pre- 
ſents, give full power and authority to require, ad- 
miniſter or receive the ſame ;. and the ſaid Aſſiſtants, 
and every of them, and all and every other Officer 


or Officers, to be hereafter elected and choſen by | 


virtue of theſe preſents, from time to time, ſhall give 
the like engagements to their offices and places reſ- 
pectively belonging, before the Governor, or De- 
puty Gorernor, for the time being; unto which ſaid 
Governor, or Deputy Governor, We do by theſe 
preſents give full power andauth ?rityto require, ad- 
miniſter, or receive the ſame accordingly. And We 
do likewiſe, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, give 
and grant unto the ſaid Governor and Company, 
and their Succeſſors, by theſe. preſents, That for 
the more peaceable and orderly Government of 
the ſaid Plantations, it ſhall and may be lawful - 
for the Governor, Deputy Governor, Aſſiſtants, and 


all other Officers and Miniſters, of the ſaid Com- 


pany, in the Adminiltration of juſtice, and exer- 
ciſe of Government, in the {aid Plantations, to uſe, 
exerciſe, and put in execution, ſuch methods, rules, 
orders, and directions, not being contrary-and re- 
pugnant the laws and ftatutes of this our realm, 
as has been heretofore given, uſed, and accuſtomed 
in ſuch caſes reſpectively, to be put in practice, un- 
ul, at the next, or ſome other General Aſſembly, 


/ 


at any General Aſſemblies, nominate inted 
and conſtituted, according to the tenor is and 


ſemble, exerciſe in arms, marfhal, — put in 
warlike poſture the inhabitants of the ſaid Colony 
for their eſpecial defence and ſafety, and to lead an 
conduct the ſaid inhabitants, and to encounter, re- 
pulſe, and reſiſt force of arms, as well as by ſex 
as by land, and alſo to kill, ſlay and deſtroy, by all 
fitting ways, enterprizes and means whatſoever, all 
and every ſuch perſon or perſone, as ſhallat any time 
hereafter attempt orenterprize the deſtruction, in- 
vaſion, detriment or annoyance of the ſaid inhabitants 
or Plantations and to ule and exerciſe the law mar- 
tial, in ſuch caſes only as occaſion ſhall-neceflarily 
require; and to take and ſurprize, by all ways an 
means whatſoever, all and every fuck perſon and 


1 perſons, with their ſhip or ſhips, armour, ammuni- 


tion, or other goods of ſuch perſons as ſhall in hoſtile 
manner invade or attempt the defeating of the ſaid 
Plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid Company and in- 
habitantsg and upon juſt cauſes to invade and de- 
ſtroy the natives, Indians, or other enemies of the 
aid Colony. Nevertheleſs, Our Will and Pleaſure: 
is, and We do hereby declare, to the reſt of our Co- 
lonies in New-Engl ind, That it ſhall not be lawful 


dence Plantations in America, in New-England, to 
invade the natives inhabiting within the bounds and 
limits of their ſaid Colomes, without the know- 


it is hereby declared, that it ſhall not be lawful to or 
for the reſt of the Colonies to invade or moleſt the 
native Indians, or any other inhabitants inhabiting 
within the bounds or limits . hereafter — o 
(they having ſubjected themſelves unto Us, and be- 


and Company of Our Colony of Rhode + Iſland 
and Providence Plantation. 
Kings, Princes and States, That if any'perſon, which 
or any other by appointment of the ſaid Governor 


and Company, for the time being, ſhall at any time 


ſeem requiſite, for the leading, conducting, and 


their reſpective commiſſions and directions, to a- 


for this Our ſaid Colony of Rhode -Iſland and Provi- 


ledge and conſent of the faid other Colonies. And 


ing by Us taken into our ſpecial protection) with- 
out the knowledge and conſent of the Governor. . 


ſoour Will and Plea» 
ſure is, and We do hereby declare unto all Chriſtian 


ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid Company or Plantation, 
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or times hereaſter rob or ſpoit, by ſea or land, or do 
any hurt, or unlawfut hoſtility, to any of the fubje&ts 
of Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, or any of the tub- 
jets of any Prince or State, being then in 

with Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors ; upon complaint 
of ſuch injury done to any fuch Prince or State, or 
their fubjects, We, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, will 
make =_ proclamation, within any = of Our 
realm of England, ht for that purpoſe, That the 2 
ſon or perſons committing any ſuch robbery or ſpoil 
ſhall, within-the time limited by ſuch proclamation, 
make full reſtitution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch inju- 
ries done or committed, ſo as the ſaid Prince, or 
others ſo complaining, may be fully ſatisfied and 
contented ; — if the ſaid perſon or perſons, who 
mall commit any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, ſhall not 
make ſatisfation accerdingly within tuch time ſo to 
be limited, That then We, Our Heirs and Succeſ- 
fors, will put ſuch or perſons out of Our alle- 
giance and P and that then it ſhall and 
may be lawful, and free for all Princes or others, to 
proſecute with hoſtility ſuch offenders, and every 
of them, their and every of their Procurors, Aiders 

Abettors and Councellors, in that behalt. Provided 
alfo, and Our expreſs Will and pleaſure is, and We 
do by theſe preſents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succel- 
fors, ordain and appoint, 'That theſe preſents ſhall 
notin any manner hinder any of Our loving ſubjects 
whatſoever, from uſing and exerciſing the trade of 
fiſhing upon the coaſt of New-England in America; 
but that they, and wy or any of them, ſhail have 
tull and-free power and liberty to continue and uſe 
the trade of fiſhing upon the ſaid coatt, in any of the 
teas thereunto adjoining, or any arms of the (ea, or 
ſalt-water, rivers and creeks, where they have been 
accuſtomed to fiſh, and to build and ſet upon the waſte 
land belonging to the ſaid C lony and Plantations, 
tuch wharts, ſtages, and work-houſes as ſhall be ne- 
cetlary for the talting, drying aad _—_— their 
fiſh, to be taken or gotten upon that coa And 
further fon the encouragement ot the inhabitants of 
Our ſaid Colony ef Providence Plantation, to ſet 
upon the bulines of taking whales, it ſhall be lawful 
for them, or any of them, having ſtruck a whale, du- 
bertus, or other great fiſh, it or them to purſue unto 
that coaſt, and into any bay, river, cove, creck or 
ſhore, belonging thereto, and it or them, upon the 
faid coaſt, or in the ſaid bay, river, cove, crezk or 
thore belonging thereto, to kill and order for the 
beſt advantage without moleſtation, they making 
no wilful waſte or ſpoil ; any thing in theſe preſents 
contained, or any other matter or thing to the con- 

trary notwithſtanding. And further alſo, We are 
graciouſly pleaſed, and do hereby declare, That if 
any of the inhabitants of Our ſaid Colony do ſet upon 
the planting of Vineyards, (the foil and climate both 
feeming naturally to concur to the production of 
wines) or he induſtrious in the di ſcovery of fiſhing - 


banks, in or about the ſaid Colony, We will, from 


time totime, give and allow all due and fitting en- 
couragement therein, as to others in caſes of like na- 
ture. And further of Our moxe ample grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, We have given and 
7 anted, and by theſe preſents, far Us, Our Heirs and 


duccellors, do give and grant, unto the faid Gover- 


by 


—ę 


nor and Company of the Englim Colony of Rhode: 
Ifhnd and Providence Plantation in the . — 
bay in New- England, in America, and to every in- 
haditant there, ànd to every perſon and perſons trad- 
ing thither, and to every ſuch perſon or perſons 2s 
are ov ſhall be free of the ſaid Colony, full power and 
authority, from time to time, and at all times here: 
atter, to take, ſhip, ws, AY and carry away, out of 
any of Our realms and dominions, for and towards 
the Plantation and defence of the ſald Colony, fu h 
and ſo many of our loving (ubje&ts and ftrangers, 
as all or will willingly accompany them in 
and to their ſaid Colony and Plantation, exce 

ſuch perion or perſons as are or ſhall be therein 
reſtrained by Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, or 
any law or ſtatute of this realm; and alſo to ſhip 
and tranſport all and all manner of goods, chat- 
tels, merchandize, and other things whatſoever 
that are or ſhall be uſeful or neceſſary for the faid 
Plantations, and defence thereof, and uſually tranſ- 
ported, and not prohibited by any law or ſtatute of 
this Our realm; P woes, and paying unto Us, Our 
Heirs and ſucceſſors, ſuch the duties, cuſtoins and 
ſubſidies, as are or ought to be paid or payable 
for the ſame. And further, Our Will and Neax- 
ſure is, and We do, tor us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, ordain, declare and grant, unto the ſaid 
Governor and Company, and their Succeſſors, 
That all and every the ſubjects of Us, Our heirs a 

fucceſfors, which are already planted and ſettled with- 
in Our faid Colony of Providence Plantations, or 
which ſhall hereafter- go to inhabit within the frid 
Colony, and all and every of their children which 
have been born there, or which ſhall happen herc- 
after to be born there, or on the ſea going thither, 
or returning from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all 


liberties and immunities of free and natural ſubjeds, 
within any the dominjons of Us, our heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, to al] intents, conſtructions and purpoles 
whatſoever, as if they and every of them were born 
within the realm of Euglaud. And further know ye, 
That We, of our more abundant certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted 
and conhrmed, and by theſe preſents, for Us, Our 
| heirs and Suceeſſors, do give, grant and confirm, 
| unto the ſaid Governor and Company, and their 
Succeſſors, all that part of Our dominions, in Newv 
England in America, containing the Nahartick and 
Naubyganſett alias — ay and countries and 
parts adjacent, bounded on the weſt, or wetterly, to 
the middle or channel of ariver there common y cal- 
led and known by the name of Pawcatuck alias Paww- 
cawtuck river, and ſo along the ſaid river, as the 
greater or middle ftream thereof reacheth or lies up 
into the North country, northward unto the head 
thereof, and from thence-by a ſtrait line drawn due 
north, until it meet with the ſouth line of the Mz/a- 
chuſets colony, and on. the north or nontherly by the 
aforeſaid ſouth or ſouthexly line of the Maſſachu/ets 
Colony or Plantation, and extending towards the 
Eaſt or Eaſtwardly three Angi miles, to the Ealt 
and North-Eaſt of the moſt Eaſtern and North Ealt- 
ern parts of the aforeſaid Narraganſett Bay, as the 


| ſaid bay lieth or extendeth itſelf trom the ocean on 


the South, or Southwardly, unto the mouth of the 
B ; river, 
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riverwhich runneth towards the town of Providence, 
and trom thence. along the Eaſtwardly fide or bank 
of the ſaid river (higher called by the name of Sea- 
cunct river) up to the falls called Fatuctet falls, bein 
the moſt We dly line of Plymouth Colony; 


ſo from the ſaid falls, in a ſtrait line due North, un- 


til it meet with the aforeſaid line of the Maſſachuſets 
Colony, and bounded on the South by the ocean, 
and in particular the lands belonging to the town of 
Providence, Patuxit, Warwicke, Miſquammacock 
alias Pawcatuck, and the reſt upon the main land, 
in the tract aforeſaid, together with Rhode-Iſland, 
Blocke-Iſland, and all the reſt of the iſlands and banks 
in the. Narraganiett bay, and bordering upen the 
coaſt of the tract aforeſaid, (Fiſhers-Ifland only ex- 
cepted) together with all firm lands, ſoils, grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines royal, 
and all other mines, minerals, precious ſtones, quar- 
ries, woods, wood-grounds, rocks, flates, and all 
and ſingular other commodities, juriſdictions, roy- 
alties, privileges, franchiſes, pre-eminences and he- 
reditaments whatſoever,within the ſaid tract, bounds, 
lands and Iſlands aforeſaid, to them or any of them 
belon ng, or in any-wiſe ae, to have and 
to hold the ſame, unto the ſaid Governor and Com- 
pany, and their ſucceſſors for ever, upon truſt, for 
the uſe and benefit of themſelves, and their aſſo- 
_ ciates, freemen of the ſaid Colony, their heirs and 
aſſigns, to be holden of Us, Our heirs and Succeſſors 
as of the Manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in Our county 
of Kent, 15 as ns 9 ſocige 5 in ca- 
ita, nor night's ſervice, yielding and payi 
88 to Us, Our heirs . 1 
fifth part of all the ore of gold and ſilver, which from 


time to time, and at all times hereafter, ſhall be there 


gotten, had or obtained, in lieu and ſatisfaction of 
All ſervices, duties, fines, forfeitures made or to be 
made, claims and demands whatſoeyer, to be to Us, 
Our heirs or Succefſors, therefore or thereout render- 
ed, made or paid; any grant or clauſe, in a late grant 
to the Governor and Company of Connecticut 


ny in America, to the contrary thereof in any wiſe | 


— 


olo- |} - 


notwithſtanding ; the aforeſaid Payeatuek'river ha- 
ving been yie after much debate, for the fixed 

certain bounds between theſe — ſaid colonies, 
the alſo agreed, that 


nts thereof, who have 


the ſaid Pawcatuck river ſhalt be alſocalled alias Nar- 


rogancett or Narroganſett river, and to prevent fu- 
ture diſputes that otherwiſe might ariſe thereby, for 
ever hereafter, ſhall be conſtrued; deemed and taken 
to be the Narrogancett river, in our late grant to 
Connecticut Colony, mentionedas the eaſterlybounds 
of that Colony. And further, Our will and plea- 
ſure is, That in all matters of publick controverſies, 
which may fall out between Our Colony of Provi- 
dence plantation, to make their appeal therein to 
Us, Our heirs and Succeſſors, for redreſs in ſuch 
caſes, within this Our realm of England ; and that 
it ſhall be lawful to and for the inhabitants of the ſaid 
Colony of Providence plantation, without lett or 
moleſtation, to paſs and repaſs with freedom into 
and through the re of the Engliſh Colonies, upon. 
their lawful and civil occaſions, and te converſe, 
and hold commerce, and trade with ſuch of the in- 
habitants of Our other Engliſh Colonies: as ſhall be 
willing to admit them thereunto, they behaving them- 
ſelves peaceably * them : any act, clauſe or ſen- 
tence, in any of the ſaid colenies provided, or that 
ſhall be provided, to the contrary in any wiſe not- 
withſtanding. And laſtly, We do for Us, Qur heirs 
and Succeflors, ordain and grant unto the ſaid Go. 


vernor and Company, and their Succeſſors, by theſe 
| preſents, That t 


aſe Our letters patents ſhall be firm, 
„effectual and available, in all things in the 
aw, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes what - 
foever, according to our true intent and meaning 
herein before declared; and ſhall be conſtrued, re- 
puted and adjudged, in all caſes, moſt favourably on. 
the behalf, and for the belt benefit and behoof ofthe 
ſaid Governor and 2 and their ſucceſſors, 
though expreſs mention, &c. In witneſs, &c. wit- 
nels, &c. | 
Per Ipſum Rogen... 


